
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Let’s make 
room for  
true  nature	



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

« The Natural World is declining globally at a rate unprecedented in human history 
- and the rate of extinction of different species is accelerating, already causing 
serious impacts on the human population around the world ».  
 
These are the words that IBPES (Intergovernmental Plat form on Biodiversi ty and  
Ecosystem Services ) used to sound the alarm in its report published in 2019.   
 
Of  the 8  million animal and  plant species on  Earth,  the report  est imates that  around 1  
mill ion are  n o w  threatened wi th extinction (...), something « that has never happened 
before in the history of humanity ». And of the estimated 5.9 mill ion terrestrial species,  
more than 500,000 no longer have the natural habitat necessary for their long-term 
survival! Additionally, the Covid-19 crisis only  reinforced our fears: the retreat of the 
wild world faced with human pressure favouring the em erg en ce  o f  n e w  p at hog en s . 	

	
	

An alarming assessment of biodiversity in France	
	

France has not escaped these threats. Nature is regressing as a result of human activity: 
the degradation of  so il  an d  the f ragmentat i on  o f  natural  envi ro nments ,  t h e over-
exploitation of  natural resources such as air and water as well as soil pollution, massive 
use of  pesticides in  agriculture an d  hunting.  Forests  are largely exploi ted,  industrial  
farming areas involve unsustainable exploitat ion, watercourses are  altered, wetlands  
are  drained ,  m ou nt a in  m e a d o w s  are  l argely impov er i sh ed  b y  overg razing ,  an d  the  
seas are emptied of fish stocks by overfishing. 
	
There are no longer enough ancient trees in our forests, birds and butterflies are becoming 
rar e  in  o u r  co u nt rys i d e.  S o m e  s p eci e s  o f  wi l d  an i m a l s  h av e  a l m o s t  d i s app ea red .  
E co s y s t em s  a r e  s ev e re ly  d i s ru pt ed  an d  can  n o  lo ng e r  p rov i d e  t h e  r es ou rces  t h ey  
normally offer to both human beings and nature in general: water and air purification, 
flood and drought mitigation, maintenance of poll ination, cl imate regulation, control  
of  the dynamics  of  pathogens an d  parasites,  etc. 	

	
A n d  yet .. . the  variety o f  l andscapes an d  the weal th  of  ecosys tems in  our wonderfu l  
country require us to have a real responsibility towards living things: France is home to 
more than 160,000 species (1), i.e. about 2% of the species known on our planet. This is 
the greatest biodiversity in Europe. 



	
	
	
	
	

Today in France, less than 1.54% of the terrestrial metropolitan territory benefits from so- 
called « strong » protection (2). Yet even within these areas of « strong » protection, 
forestry, pastoralism and hunting are still very much present. Hunting is authorised in 3 
of 11 National  Parks’ core areas (Calanques,  Cévennes  and  Forest  National  Parks),  in 
a  large majority of  the National  Nature Reserves and  mos t Regional  Nature Reserves.  
 
In addition, hunting and fishing are not prohibited everywhere in the biological reserves.  
Fores t s  an d  pas tures are  explo i ted  in  the core areas  of  m o un t ai n  national  parks and  
in m an y nature reserves.   
 
Tod ay,  it can  be es t imated  that  only 0 . 6 % of  the French metropolitan land-based 
territory permits the free function of natural processes. 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

 
Let’s offer 10% of our territory to nature, 
free from human  intervention 

	
	

Pres ident E m m an u e l  M ac ro n  declar ed  in  M a y  2 0 1 9 that  he w an t ed  to pro tect  3 0 % 	
of natural areas on  land and at sea, of which 1/3 «  in full natural state »  (which in the	
meantime has become a prospectively weaker t erm « in strong protection »), i.e. 1 0 % 	
by 2030.  This objective is enshrined in the Biodiversi ty Strategy of France and of the 
European Union 2020-2030. But what definition should be given to the « full natural state 
»  or «  strong pro tection »  referred to by  President M acro n.   
 
Faced  wi th  the urgency of preserving nature  an d  h u m an  beings,  w e  w e l com e  the 
declarations  m ad e,  w hi ch  could  b e  a  real  revolu tion,  whi le  at  the s am e  t ime fear ing 
the art ifices of  l anguage.  Strong protection must not be a soft consensus that would  
prevent us from winning the battle for biodiversity.	

	
In February  2009,  the European  Parl i ament adopted  a  report  call ing o n  the M em b er  
States to develop large areas of « virgin » nature. Europe’s strong protection was defined 
by  the Wi ld Europe initiative in 2012: « A  wilderness is an area governed by natural	



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

processes.  It  is compos ed  of  native habitats a n d species,  a n d large en ough  for  the 
effective ecological functioning of natural processes.  It is unmodified or only slightly 
modified, without intrusive or extractive human activity, settlements, infrastructure or  
visual disturbance. »  
 
This means an area without hunting, cutting of timber, exploitation of land or mineral  
resources,  or species control. 	

	
• Let’s reinforce the French notion of strong protection to ensure that the 10% promised 
is freely evolving (in « full naturalness ») by adopting the European definition of wilderness 
areas (3).	

	
• Let ’s create zones  of free evolut ion wi thin areas  that  are still too poorly protected 
(Regional Natural  Parks,  Natura 2000 areas, etc.) but also where it will be beneficial to 
new territories. Let us create new tools to facilitate their implementation. 	

	
• Let  us systematically a i m for the presence of all the components  of  an ecosys tem, 
permitted to evolve freely in order to guarantee its optimal functioning. 	

	
• Let us encourage private owners  to return so m e  of their holding to wilderness and  
wildness with a long-term guarantee. 	

	
• Let us include these proposals in France’s new 2020-2030 Protected Areas strategy. 	

	
Let ’s s top  t rying  to cont ro l  an d  exploi t  the totali ty o f  spaces  an d  ecosys tems ,  let ’s 
let  natur e t ake the d i rect ion  i t  w ant s  in  certa in  p laces!  B ecau s e  f ree,  au to n om o u s ,  
spontaneous and wild nature has an astonishing capacity for repair, provided w e  give 
it the space and  t ime to do  so. Without any  human intervention whatsoever,  the forest 
is reconstituted, the fauna returns and can  find its natural density without the need for 
regulation. 	

	
The demonstrated urgency of such measures calls for a strong willingness to implement 
t h em.  B u t  w e  al so k n o w  that  the guarant ee of  real  prog ress  in  thi s d i rect ion  rest s,  
in  addi t ion  t o  funding ,  o n  th e qual i ty  o f  the  d i al og u es  an d  consul ta t ions  that  wi l l  
a cco m p an y  i t.  Let  us  therefore create  the condi t ions for  a  d em an di n g ex ch an g e  of  
views, the basis for clear decisions that are more likely to be shared (4). 	

	
                     The decline of biodiversity is not inevitable. Let’s make room for true nature!	



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

The signatories :	
	

Personalities:	
	

Isabelle Autissier, sailor and writer	
Jean-Michel Bertrand, photographer, wildlife film-maker and producer	
Gilles Clément, landscape gardener, botanist,  entomologist,  biologist and writer	
Gilbert Cochet,  attached to the  National  Muse um of Natural  History,  expert  at  the  Council of  
Europe, expert at the Regional Scientific Council for Natural Heritage	
Jean-Baptiste Dumond,  naturalist and photographer 
Stéphane Durand, publisher and author  
Jean-Claude Génot, environmental engineer, writer 
Marc Giraud, writer, naturalist, columnist	
Francis Hallé, botanist, biologist and dendrologist	
Nicolas Hulot, Honorary President of  the Nicolas Hulot Foundation	
Béatrice Kremer-Cochet, expert at the Regional Scientific Council for Natural Heritage	
Virginie Maris, research director at the CNRS (National Centre for Scientific Research), specialist 
in environmental philosophy	
Roger Mathieu, naturalist, writer	
Baptiste Morizot, teacher-researcher in philosophy 
Vincent Munier, wildlife photographer	
Jacques Perrin, actor, producer	
Matthieu Ricard, Tibetan Buddhist monk, essayist and photographer 
Sylvain Tesson, writer-traveler	

	
NGOs:	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Sources: 
 
(1) MN HN  2015: 160,612 species (out of an estimated 8-10 million worldwide), i.e. 2%.	
(2) IN PN  3 0  Octobe r 2 0 2 0 : National pa rk  core  areas (0 .77 %  of the  territory) -  Biotope or  geotope  protection  orders  
(0 .32% of the  territory) -  National,  regional and Corsican nature  reserves (0 .36% of the  territory) -  Directed  and integral 
forest biological reserves (0 .09% of the territory)	
(3) Definition of the 2012 Wild Europe initiative	
(4) For our part,  w e  are  in  d iscussion a nd  convergence o f  reflection with  the associations Francis  Hallé  for a  Pr imary  
Forest (w h ic h  d re w  Pres id en t  Mac ron ’ s  a ttention to  h is  project,  w h o  r es ponde d  favourably  to  the  a pp ro ach )  
(h t tps :/ /ww w . foretprimaire-francishalle.org/) ,  A SPA S (https://www.aspas-nature .org/)  a nd  others  w h o  will  be  taking 
position  in  the  coming weeks.	
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