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EU Vice-President Valdis Dombrovskis

• European Investment Bank à Climate Bank
• Sustainable Europe Investment Plan      (€1 

trillion in next decade)

Policies:
• Economy
• Trade
• Jobs
• Cohesion and reforms

EU Vice-President Frans Timmermans

• European Climate Law (cross sectoral)
• Zero Pollution ambition
• Effective Circular economy
• Tax Policies regarding climate action

Policies:
• Climate
• Environment 
• Agriculture
• Transport
• Energy
• Health
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“Only by setting aside half the
planet in reserve, or more, can
we save the living part of the
environment and achieve the
stabilization required for our
own survival”

Edward Wilson 2016
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Global Deal for Nature 

Targets by 2030
30% of terrestrial and
marine ecosystems
strictly protected
(incl. management/restoration)

+
20% “climate
stabilization areas” 
(incl. restoration) 
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EU Biodiversity Strategy 2020-2030 

• Work in progress (end 2020)
• ? 30% strictly protected nature areas (incl. NATURA network)
• ? 15% restoration with focus on forests, wetlands, 

permanent grasslands (legally enforceable + measurable!)

The EU Biodiversity
Strategy to 2030

?
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The Six Targets of the Biodiversity 
Strategy 2010-2020

1. Fully implement the Birds and Habitats Directives
2. Maintain and restore ecosystems and their services
3. Increase the contribution of agriculture and forestry to 

biodiversity
4. Ensure the sustainable use of fisheries resources
5. Combat Invasive Alien Species
6. Step-up action to tackle the global biodiversity crisis
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1. Fully implement the Birds and 
Habitats Directives

To halt the deterioration in the status of all species and habitats covered by 
EU nature legislation and achieve a significant and measurable 
improvement in their status so that, by 2020, compared to current 
assessments: 
• 100% more habitat assessments and 50% more species assessments 
under the Habitats Directive show an improved conservation status;
• 50% more species assessments under the Birds Directive show a secure or 
improved status.

Action 1 Complete the establishment of the Natura 2000 Network and 
ensure good management

Action 2 Ensure adequate financing of Natura 2000 sites
Action 3 Increase stakeholder awareness and involvement and improve 

enforcement
Action 4 Improve and streamline monitoring and reporting
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2. Maintain and restore 
ecosystems and their services

By 2020, ecosystems and their services are maintained and 
enhanced by establishing green infrastructure and restoring at 
least 15% of degraded ecosystems.

Action 5 Improve knowledge of ecosystems and their 
services in the EU

Action 6 Set priorities to restore and promote the use of 
green infrastructure

Action 7 Ensure no net loss of biodiversity and ecosystem 
services
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3. Increase the contribution of 
agriculture and forestry to biodiversity

3A) Agriculture: By 2020, maximise areas under agriculture across grasslands, arable land and 
permanent crops that are covered by biodiversity-related measures under the CAP so as to 
ensure the conservation of biodiversity and to bring about a measurable improvement in the 
conservation status of species and habitats that depend on or are affected by agriculture and in 
the provision of ecosystem services as compared to the EU2010 Baseline, thus contributing to 
enhance sustainable management. 
3B) Forests: By 2020, Forest Management Plans or equivalent instruments, in line with 
Sustainable Forest Management (SFM), are in place for all forests that are publicly owned and 
for forest holdings above a certain size (to be defined by the Member States or regions and 
communicated in their Rural Development Programmes) that receive funding under the EU 
Rural Development Policy so as to bring about a measurable improvement in the conservation 
status of species and habitats that depend on or are affected by forestry and in the provision of 
related ecosystem services as compared to the EU 2010 Baseline.

Action 8 Enhance direct payments for environmental public goods in the EU Common 
Agricultural Policy

Action 9 Better target Rural Development to biodiversity conservation 
Action 10 Conserve Europe’s agricultural genetic diversity
Action 11 Encourage forest holders to protect and enhance forest biodiversity
Action 12 Integrate biodiversity measures in forest management plans; e.g. preserve 

wilderness areas
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4. Ensure the sustainable use of 
fisheries resources

Achieve Maximum Sustainable Yield (MSY) by 2015. Achieve a 
population age and size distribution indicative of a healthy 
stock, through fisheries management with no significant 
adverse impacts on other stocks, species and ecosystems, in 
support of achieving Good Environmental Status by 2020, as 
required under the Marine Strategy Framework Directive.

Action 13 Improve the management of fished stocks
Action 14 Eliminate adverse impacts on fish stocks, species, 

habitats and ecosystems
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5. Combat Invasive Alien Species

By 2020, Invasive Alien Species (IAS) and their pathways are 
identified and prioritised, priority species are controlled or 
eradicated, and pathways are managed to prevent the 
introduction and establishment of new IAS.

Action 15 Strengthen the EU Plant and Animal Health 
Regimes

Action 16 Establish a dedicated legislative instrument on 
Invasive Alien Species
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6. Step-up action to tackle the 
global biodiversity crisis

By 2020, the EU has stepped up its contribution to averting 
global biodiversity loss

= Preserve/restore wilderness areas outside Europe
Action 17 Reduce indirect drivers of biodiversity loss
Action 18 Mobilise additional resources for global 

biodiversity conservation
Action 19 ‘Biodiversity-proof’ EU development cooperation
Action 20 Regulate access to genetic resources and the fair 

and equitable sharing of benefits arising from their use


