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boosting our conservation actions

the
carpathians
carpathian mountain facts

The Carpathian Mountains are one of Europe’s
largest mountain ranges, arcing 1,500 km through
Poland, Romania, Slovakia and Ukraine, with smaller areas reaching into the Czech Republic, Austria,
Hungary and Serbia. They form a green backbone
to eastern Europe, sustaining the continent’s largest
remaining tracts of primeval forest and harbouring
nearly half of its large carnivores.
The forests and the associated habitats of the
Carpathians are some of the most biodiverse in the
temperate zone, supporting a diverse fauna and
flora that has developed with influences from the
Alpine, Arctic-Alpine, Mediterranean and Asiatic
regions. This diversity has developed as a result of
their location, the heterogeneity of habitats and
geology and the fact that the Carpathians remained
largely free of permanent ice during the last ice age
and consequently were a refuge for many species.
Their isolation from other mountain ranges has
also meant that many endemic taxa have evolved
there, especially plants.

cover an area of 209,000 km2
10 million ha of forest
remain home to 3,988 plant species: a third of Europe’s flora
support 45% of Europe’s large carnivore population
hotspot for amphibian and bird diversity

managed sustain a much greater diversity of species
with approximately a third of the species in such a
forest being reliant on dead wood within the ecosystem; unmanaged forests may have up to twenty
times more dead wood than a managed forest.
The forests of the Carpathians also sustain significant
populations of larger animals including carnivores,
with an estimated 8,000 bears, 4,000 wolves and
3,000 lynx.

the eastern carpathian
mountains

In the Eastern Carpathian Mountains, straddling
The large tracts of primeval forest that remain in the the borders of Poland, Slovakia and Ukraine, is
Carpathians have permitted this diversity to persist, one of central Europe’s largest remaining areas
of predominantly unspoilt natural ecosystems.
in contrast to other areas, which have lost much of
their biodiversity as their habitats have been impac- Long ago it was known as the Wolf Mountains.
The turbulent history of the last century has resulted by man. Pristine forests that have never been
ted in the area having a very low human population
density (approximately five people per km2), making
it one of the least populated areas in Europe. Nature
has benefited and it has become the realm of wild
animals once again.
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wolf
mountains
The Wolf Mountains straddle the boundary between
the Eastern and Western Carpathians.
They are home to a flora and fauna derived from
diverse origins, with species from the montane
Alpine-Carpathian, Eurosiberian, boreo-Alpine and
southern European zones. Large tracts of old-growth
fir and beech forests (recognized with UNESCO World
Heritage status) shroud mountains that are interspersed by wild river systems and upland grasslands.

This mosaic of ecosystems fulfils the year-round
habitat requirements of the large herbivores and
their predators, making the Wolf Mountains one
of the few places in Europe where a self-sustaining
wilderness might prosper.
Opportunities for rewilding in Europe are limited
by the high human population density across most
of the continent and by the myopic perception that
species and habitat conservation should focus on
maintaining the status quo. This vision overlooks
the history of Europe’s landscapes, which – without
exception – have changed dramatically under
human influence in recent centuries. It is often
forgotten that Europe’s landscape and biodiversity
were formed not only by man and physical disturbances such as blown-down trees and flooding but
also by the interactions between the fauna and flora
that lived there.
Conservation strategies in Europe have tended to
afford protection to small discrete portions of the
landscape (e.g. montane areas, wetlands or forests)
and usually incorporate substantial human control
of large herbivore populations. Under such circumstances, it is impossible to realize the potential for
the restoration of wilderness; to do so requires the
establishment of large areas where populations of
large herbivores and their predators can thrive and
interact as they have for millennia.

The Wolf Mountains project will focus on securing the protection of this area, so that a European wilderness can once again
flourish, creating opportunities for sensitively developed and
managed tourism in a world where people are increasingly
seeking to reconnect with unrestrained nature, ancient forests
and wild animals.
Currently, there is nowhere in the Carpathian Mountains, or even
within the temperate forests of Europe, that affords year-round
protection to all the components of the local ecosystems, including large herbivores and carnivores. The Wolf Mountains have
the potential to become such a place in the future. Together, the
adjacent Magursky National Park (19,439 ha) to the west (Poland), the projected Turnicky National Park (18,637 ha) to the
north (Poland) and several additional lower category protected
areas that form a network of corridors between these national
parks make the Wolf Mountains our best hope for restoring a
European wilderness.

fauna

flora, fungi & lichens

wolf mountains facts

6,300 animal species, including
24 freshwater fish

more than 1,000 species of vascular plants
including at least 27 Eastern Carpathian
endemics

Elevation range: 350 m to 1,346 m
(Tarnica Peak, Poland)

13 amphibians

1,300 higher fungi

8 reptiles

more than 350 mosses (Bryophyta)

210 birds

more than 300 lichens

63 mammals

20 slime moulds

6,000 invertebrates
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Whilst the full extent of the Wolf Mountains covers a much larger
area of Poland, Slovakia and Ukraine, a core area of some 202,878
ha, comprised of three national parks and three landscape parks
across the three countries, is already theoretically protected.
However, despite their protected status, these areas are still under
pressure from logging and hunting and only a small proportion
is truly protected. For example, only 7% of the Poloniny National
Park is adequately protected, with the rest still being managed
for forestry.

Significant populations of carnivores:
Brown Bear, Grey Wolf and Eurasian Lynx
One of the largest populations of European
Bison in Europe – over 350 animals
80% of the area is mixed mountain forests,
the rest meadows and grasslands
2,946 ha of primeval forests (1,691 ha in
Bieszczady NP and 1,255 ha in Poloniny NP)
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BLACK STORK
(Ciconia nigra)

The flora and fauna of the Wolf Mountains are species-rich and
biogeographically outstanding and include good populations of
large carnivores such as Grey Wolf, Brown Bear, Eurasian Lynx,
Eurasian Otter and Eurasian Wildcat as well as such herbivores
including European Bison, Eurasian Beaver, Red Deer and the
omnivorous Wild Boar.

GREY WOLF
(Canis lupus)

fig. 01

Europe’s top predator, and arguably
the most iconic symbol of temperate
wilderness, it has been eradicated
from across much of the continent and
densities remain very low in most areas where
it does occur. However, it is still widespread
in the Carpathian Mountains and within
the Wolf Mountains project area there are
estimated to be 10 to 14 packs.

EURASIAN LYNX
(Lynx lynx)

fig. 02

BROWN BEAR
(Ursus arctos)

fig. 03
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Weighing up to 450 kg, the Brown
Bear is Europe’s largest predator
yet it is primarily vegetarian.
These magnificent animals require large
areas of natural habitat and prefer old-growth
forests; they are considered to be a high
conservation priority and a good indicator
of wilderness.

fig. 05

Normally found above 1,000 m
and far from humans, but in winter
they may follow their prey down to
lower altitudes with less snow. Bears and
wolves will steal their kill, so lynxes often hide
leftovers beneath rocks, leaves or branches.
The lynx population in the Carpathians is the
densest anywhere in Europe and estimated
to be about 2,500 individuals.

fig. 04

fig. 06

LARGE BLUE BUTTERFLY
(Maculinea arion)

fig. 07

EUROPEAN BEAVER
(Castor fiber)
By 1900, European Beavers were
close to extinction as a result of
hunting for their furs and castoreum.
Now protected, they are slowly recovering
across their former range in Europe.
They are ecosystem engineers; their foraging
and damming impact riparian areas, creating
new microhabitats with significant benefits
for the biodiversity of wet meadows, swamps
and bogs.

A good indicator species of undisturbed forests. Unlike its cousin,
the White Stork, the much rarer Black
Stork avoids humans and is restricted to
remote forested habitats. It eats primarily fish,
but also takes amphibians, insects and even
small mammals. The protected forests of the
Wolf Mountains support a good population of
this distinctive migratory bird.

ROSALIA LONGICORN
(Rosalia alpina)

One of the most enigmatic butterflies,
with a remarkable life-cycle involving
the larvae spending most of the year
within the nests of ants, where chemical
camouflage tricks the ants into accepting it as
one of their own, whilst it feeds on their larvae.
It thrives on grazed lowland meadows, where
the short sward allows the sunlight to warm
the soil sufficiently for the host ants to prosper.
Adults are on the wing in June and July.

PURPLE HELLEBORE
(Helleborus purpurascens)

fig. 08

EUROPEAN BISON
(Bison bonasus)

fig. 09

The European Bison was reintroduced
to the Wolf Mountains in 1963/64.
The area now supports one of the largest
free-ranging populations in Europe, of over
350 animals. As Europe’s largest herbivore, it
has a significant effect on forest succession,
maintaining open habitats and plant diversity.

A large and elegantly patterned
beetle, blue-grey with black markings, which is dependent on exposed
beech forests, where sunlight can penetrate
the canopy. The species has declined across
Europe as a result of modern forestry practices,
especially the removal of dead wood.
This beetle and its habitat are of special conservation interest. It is still abundant in the
undisturbed forests of the Wolf Mountains.

The striking blooms are one of the
first flowers of spring.
This Carpathian endemic reaches its
westernmost limit in the Wolf Mountains.
The whole plant is extremely toxic and yet the
root has long been used in traditional medicine
for its anti-parasitic, diuretic, emetic, violently
narcotic and drastically purgative properties.

SILVER FIR
(Abies alba)

fig. 10

A tall and distinctive fir tree that
is typical of the mixed forests in
the area. Although it is relatively
fast growing, this tree is very sensitive to
intensive forest management. The unmanaged
forests of the Wolf Mountains support a healthy
population, with the largest examples reaching
58 m and being up to 500 years old.
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Dr Christof Schenck
Director of Frankfurt Zoological Society, a non- profit
organization that is active in 18 countries with a total of 30
conservation projects. Particular attention is being paid to
the protection of wilderness areas.

places like
the wolf
mountains
are rare
jewels.

we need to
act fast
and on
a grand
scale.

Wolf Mountains – the name alone sounds mystical, located rather
in the vast American West than in Europe. However it is not a
fairy tale: in the Eastern Carpathian Mountains, one can still
find a land of the past.

The Wolf Mountains, remote ranges of the Carpathians, not only
create a bridge between the Western and Eastern Carpathians
but also between three countries – Ukraine, Poland and Slovakia.
There are only very few areas in Europe, where nature has still
retained its original character and typical flora and fauna.

To determine the value of that land one has to go back to basics.
The main ingredients for modern conservation sound relatively
simple: areas should be large enough to allow natural processes
and evolution, be rich in biodiversity and be as natural as possible – they should be wilderness. Frankfurt Zoological Society
has made these three factors key for its strategic conservation
approach in eighteen countries on four continents. The Serengeti
in northern Tanzania has become an icon for this long-term
engagement in large biodiversity-rich wilderness areas, having
already lasted for over 60 years.
This sounds simple, but, in reality, it isn‘t. There are few such areas
left, especially in Europe. Places like the Wolf Mountains are rare
jewels. It is a Herculean task to keep such places pristine and
protect them against logging and hunting, settlement and infrastructure. Land ownership is key to that and land purchase
crucial to success. A public-private-partnership initiative is
needed to safeguard this land from the past for the future.

The last large patches of wilderness in Central Europe – still
covered in many places by majestic, ancient beech and beechfir forests – remain here, but are more and more endangered.
Economic interests, such as logging, uncontrolled extensive
development and high-impact, exploitative tourism creep closer
and closer, and are starting to consume this European treasure
bit by bit. I know of only a very few areas that deserve fast
and efficient protection and conservation as much as the Wolf
Mountains. If such measures were successful, the Wolf Mountains
could be at the heart of nearly pristine and undisturbed
Carpathian nature. Many examples from other parts of the
Carpathians – for example in Romania – demonstrate that there
is not much time left. We need to act fast and on a grand scale.
One of the very few chances to preserve nearly original, wild
European nature for future generations is here.

Ladislav Miko
Former Minister of Environment of the Czech Republic, former
Director for Biodiversity in Directorate-General Environments
of the European Commission, co-founder and chair of the Wild
Europe Initiative, professor at Antwerp University, associate
professor at Charles University in Prague, soil biologist, zoologist
and ecologist.

In North America, the value of wilderness was recognized when
the wild lands started to vanish. Wilderness was seen as the “will
of the land” – for the people, but without a managing hand.
An amazing private movement emerged, called “wildland philanthropy”, which resulted in some of the finest and best regarded
parks and reserves. The Wolf Mountains need exactly that.
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Paul Lister
After twenty years in the furniture business, Paul established
The European Nature Trust with a focus on environmental
and educational projects. He is the owner of the Alladale
Wilderness Reserve in the Scottish Highlands, which also
involves an ecotourism initiative, and is trustee of Fundatia
Conservation Carpathia.

we depend
on nature,
nature does
not depend
on us.

this is a
world – class
endeavour
in the
making.

The unique and often irreplaceable benefits of wilderness are
becoming more apparent. Whilst complex ecosystems offer vital
services for humanity, from clean water to oxygen generation,
they are also often the habitat for a multitude of wild creatures
that need to be protected for future generations. People tend to
focus on the wildlife and landscape degradation of Africa, Asia
and the Americas, but there are still some amazing and intact
wild places here in Europe. The Wolf Mountains form one of the
most important regions that need to be conserved.

The Wolf Mountains project is an inspiration to the growing desire
now building in Europe for the protection of wilderness.

It is now the responsibility of our generation to ensure that these
areas are protected in perpetuity. Less than 5% of global philanthropy is targeted at the environment, which is totally unsustainable as we look to the future - without a healthy planet, air,
water and soil, life on Earth will cease to exist. We depend on
nature, nature does not depend on us – and therefore we must
see an increase in giving back to the environment. Protecting
wildlands for future generations is one of the most important
priorities of our times. Please join us and help to conserve the
unique landscape of the Wolf Mountains.

Its success will mark a great step forward for transnational conservation – linking montane, woodland, wetland and riverine
ecosystems across three frontiers. This, in turn, will enable the
populations of key species to return to levels not seen for many
generations. The result will be as much a rediscovery as a restoration: of nature in its primordial condition, from the symbiotic
interactions between wolf packs and migrating herds of bison
and deer to the dazzlingly complex microhabitats of undisturbed
ancient forest.

Toby Aykroyd
With a background in economics, business management and
political lobbying, he is co-founder and coordinator of the Wild
Europe initiative, co-founder of the UK Small Firms Enterprise
Development Initiative, trustee of the European Nature Trust,
trustee of Fundatia Conservation Carpathia and co-founder
of the Population and Sustainability Network.

Yet this is no turning back of the clock. Whilst holding true to
the principles of wildness, in parallel with ecological restoration
there is significant potential for economic wellbeing. Experience
throughout Europe is confirming how low-impact tourism and
associated enterprise can reinforce appreciation within local
communities of their unique natural heritage, offering substantial
and sustainable livelihoods where different land uses replace the
traditional ones of logging and hunting.
The scale for this initiative could reach further still – toward the
vision of a series of such wilderness areas, linked along the great
Carpathian Mountain chain from Poland, through Slovakia and
Ukraine to Romania. Protecting some of Europe’s remotest, least
known and most stunning wild landscapes, this is a world-class
endeavour in the making.
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your piece
of land
Your land purchase is the key to reversing ecosystem
decline and safeguarding the Wolf Mountains.
With your financial support, the mosaic of protected
areas can be completed.
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a
journey
through
the wolf
mountains

Besides holding large
and valuable tracts of
upland grasslands and oldgrowth fir and beech forests,
the Wolf Mountains are
also interspersed by wild
river systems.
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The morning sunlight
dapples the beech groves of the
Wolf Mountains, highlighting
the beauty of the rare primeval
forests of Europe.
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The constant presence
of wolves long ago resulted
in the area being called
“the Wolf Mountains”.
However, it is a rare stroke
of good luck to spot one.
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As Europe‘s largest
herbivore, the European
Bison has a significant effect
on forest associations,
maintaining open habitats
and plant diversity.
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The European Bison was
reintroduced in 1963/64.
There are currently about
350 individuals living in the
Wolf Mountains.
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Wild garlic grows
in deciduous woodlands
native to temperate regions
of Europe. In springtime the
forest floor in some places is
widely covered with a whiteflowered carpet.
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Many butterflies like
the Common Blue profit
from the rich variety of plant
species in the extensively used
grassland.
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The porcelain fungus,
like so many organisms,
profits from dead trees lying
on the ground and contributes
to the cycle of growth
and decay.
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With its striking
markings the fire
salamander is possibly the
best-known salamander species
in Europe. They can be found
in deciduous forests more
commonly in
hilly areas.
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Some areas
hold the last coherent
relicts of true old-growth
forests, which form part of the
UNESCO World Heritage Site
“Primeval Beech Forests of the
Carpathians and the Ancient
Beech Forests of
Germany”.
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ensure that all
impressions given
in “ your journey
through the wolf
mountains ” will still
be true in future.
let parts of the
journey take
place on the land
you supported.

our ability to perceive quality
in nature begins, as in art, with the
pretty. it expands through successive
stages of the beautiful to values as
yet uncaptured by language.
Aldo Leopold
Early leader of the American
wilderness movement (1887–1948)
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the threat
Forests are being lost and fragmented
at an unprecedented rate
The remote forests of the Carpathians have come under increasing threat in recent decades. Illegal logging, supported by
widespread corruption and the use of false documentation, is
devastating the ancient forests, with the timber often destined
for the EU, USA or Japan. Aerial images show that large areas
have been clearcut and studies show that rates of logging are
higher in some protected areas than in the unprotected forests.
In Romania alone, some 8.8 million m3 of timber was extracted
illegally annually between 2008 and 2014, equivalent to almost
half of the country’s timber production, and in the Ukraine it
is estimated that illegal logging now produces as much as legal
forestry did in the 1990s. The forests of the Carpathians are being
lost and fragmented at an unprecedented rate.

ously with nature, then the rewilding of the Wolf
Mountains will become feasible. This conceptual
change will need to be accompanied by increased
protection of core areas, including lowland ecosystems, and reductions in both forestry management
and hunting.
Natural landscape dynamics and ecological processes can still be observed in the region, and there is
great potential to expand and link the existing fragments of pristine habitats through restoration and
improved protection. The Wolf Mountains present
a unique, and probably the last, chance to restore a
large wilderness area in the heart of Europe.

The situation in the Wolf Mountains reflects that of the wider
Carpathians. Despite a good network of protected areas existing
on paper, management of these is generally inadequate, with
forestry and hunting interests taking precedence over conservation. Core unmanaged areas are small and private land ownership is hindering the establishment of extensive tracts of wilderness. In Poland, only the Bieszczady and Magursky National
Parks are well protected; the remainder, including almost all of
the important areas at lower elevations, are under pressure from
logging and hunting.
Restoring the lost wilderness of the Wolf Mountains will require
both conceptual and practical changes to be made across the
region. Currently, a significant proportion of the local economy
is based on the extraction of natural resources and for real change
to occur the development of alternative incomes based around
the conservation and sustainable use of nature will be required.
If local people can see direct benefits from coexisting harmoni-
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Logging in other parts of the
Carpathians has already caused
great damage to nature and
serious erosion zones.
There is only a little time
left for the Wolf Mountains.
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the vision
“The creation of an area of over
200,000 ha in the heart of Europe,
where nature thrives and natural processes
once again shape the landscape, and where
the local economy is substantially based on
sensitive and sustainable management
compatible with the preservation of a restored
European wilderness.”

until now, attempts to
protect wilderness areas effectively over broader landscape scales, let’s be honest,
have failed. aevis foundation is
a way to succeed in this field,
and at the same time connect
wilderness protection with
economic viability.

we want to show europeans
that wilderness is not just
a domain of alaska,
but is still present within
europe and deserves our
attention, respect
and protection.
Erik Baláž
Chairman Aevis Foundation

Michal Wiezik
Board Member Aevis Foundation
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aevis
Protector of the Wolf Mountains

The Partners

by Tomáš Vida
FZS

The Wolf Mountains project is embedded in the conservation activities of the
Natural Heritage Foundation in Poland,
the work of FZS in Ukraine and in the
conservation activities in Slovakia of
Aevis, your contact organisation.
All our efforts are aimed at uniting
protected areas in the Wolf Mountains.

Aevis is a local NGO and was founded in 1991 in the Czechoslovakian Republic. We are a dedicated team, rooted in the region of the Wolf Mountains.
Our team consists of forestry experts, biologists, ecologists and passionate
conservationists, who continuously study and explore the Wolf Mountains.
For decades, we have been working with local communities promoting and
educating on the values of nature and wildlife. The acclaimed documentary
“the Wolf Mountains”, which was produced by Erik Baláž, currently the Chairman of the Aevis Board, first brought international focus on the region as well
as the attention of successful conservation organizations.
We know the ecological value of the Wolf Mountains first hand; we know
the people of the region and are connected to local tradition. It is our profound
belief that the Wolf Mountains have the potential to become a principal location for true wilderness. We support the creation and expansion of the existing
protected areas and the development of nature tourism. The protection of nature and development of ecotourism, combined with professional promotion,
will bring benefits to the local people and wildlife alike.

Frankfurt Zoological Society is an international
conservation organization. Founded by Professor
Bernhard Grzimek, FZS is committed to preserving wildlands and biological diversity in the
last remaining wilderness areas on the planet.
FZS is working with Aevis on the creation and
management of protected areas within the Wolf
Mountains, supporting initiatives for the establishment of a sustainable local economy.

WILD EUROPE
The Wild Europe initiative promotes a coordinated strategy for protection and restoration of
wilderness and large areas of natural habitat,
addressing the threats and opportunities that
face them. It devises and supports initiatives
for their protection and restoration. As a policymaking organization, itgives Aevis a voice in
discussions about wilderness in Europe.

TENT

This project requires major commitment,, long-term effort and
extensive cooperation. This is why we aree working together
with strategic partners reaching from local
al photographers
to experienced conservation organizations
ns like TENT,
Wild Europe and FZS.

The European Nature Trust wa
was created with
the aim of supporting and fund
funding initiatives
designed to preserve and restor
restore Europe’s last
remaining wild places and the rich biodiveris helping
sity that exists within them. TENT
T
supporters.
Aevis to contact potential sup

Together with our partners and your support,
port, we will
build Eastern Europe’s wild heart. We willll be your
conservation expert on site. Support us to
o bring change
to the Wolf Mountains.

Tomáš Vida
Project Manager
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boosting our
conservation
actions
In order to protect the Wolf Mountains,
a series of diverse but coordinated approaches
is planned in the three countries.
Your support will further the realization
of our conservation actions:

Support our projects to demonstrate that wilderness restoration and conservation, combined with
sensitive ecotourism, offers a viable future for the
region. You will be part of an excellent team of five
NGOs experienced in implementing large-scale
conservation actions.

Lotte von Komorski

P L A T Z H A L T E RProject Assistant – Europe Department
Befestigung mit VK Hülle. wird von

Zoologische Gesellschaft Frankfurt

Colour Connection separat angeboten
Bernhard-Grzimek-Allee 1
60316 Frankfurt am Main
Tel. + 49 (0) 69 94 34 46 33
Fax + 49 (0) 69 43 93 48
komorski@zgf.de

Increase the area of protected habitat:
through land purchase
and the enlargement of
existing national parks.
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Support local livelihoods:
the establishment and promotion of
small and medium-sized enterprises
based on sustainable use of nature
(e.g. eco-friendly tourism).

Raise public awareness:
development and implementation of
communication strategies at regional
and national levels about the value,
benefits and importance of nature
conservation, and the Wolf Mountains.

We will build a core area of protected land to
provide the independence that the Wolf Mountains
www.zgf.de
require to rewild. The purchase of key strategic areas will help to create a core wilderness area of more
than 100,000 ha with no logging, hunting or other
extractive activities.
Together, we can conserve the exceptional natural value of the
Wolf Mountains for future generations and sustainably protect
Contact us for further information about the Wolf one of Europe’s wildest places. Be part of the successful conserMountains project and potential investments.
vation story of the Wolf Mountains.
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